CALL NO MAN HAPPY

tion. Preoccupied first of all by danger from abroad, I was ready
to sacrifice a great deal to bring about a united France. I believed
that great cha&ges were necessary and that the well-to-do classes in
France (apart from certain very honourable exceptions) were too
often selfish. I had written a series of articles for Marianne on the
best aspects of the New Deal. That is to say, I was not a priori
hostile to a French New Deal. But I hated lawlessness and I thought
that insurrection, which is a legitimate protest against tyranny, is a
crime in a free country.

I hardly knew Leon Blum, having met him only once at the
home of Lord Tyrrell, but the following winter when we we.re as
usual at Vslescure in the south of France, the manager of the hotel
informed us in great secrecy that the Premier, whose wife was very,
ill, was comjng to spend a short vacation under the same roof with
us. When the news sp ead it was a shock for the hotel guests who
were very conservative

*If you take in people like that/ said an irascible old gentleman,
Ve are going to leave !*

4But after all,* the poor manager replied, *I can't very well refuse
to receive the Premier of France.'

I cite this little incident because it shows the violence of emotions
at that time.

Then it became known that the Premier was going to occupy the
whole fifth floor and have his meals there and so would not be seen.
This calmed people's feelings. Soon gangs of workmen arrived to
install a direct telephone line between the Golf Hotel and the
Premier's office in Paris. Finally a group of policemen descended to
make inquiries about each one of us and established'themselves in'
the lobby. One evening the manager said to us in a hushed voice:

'They have arrived.*

Next day, I was at work while watching the mistral cjiase clouds
across the bay, when a chaanbermaid brought in a bunch of flowers
and a letter. The letter was addressed to my wife and was from
Le*on Blum. He reminded her that as a young critic he had been
received at the Avenue Hoche by Madame Annan de Caillavet and
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